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Department of History 

HIST 4219 
Late Medieval Europe 

 
 

COVID STATEMENT (with thanks to Professor Ryan Cordell for inspiration for this statement) 

Much of our course and this syllabus has been adapted from previous semesters. I have tried 
to adapt it to support you in the face of the very real challenges that you – and all of us – are 
facing right now. However, I’m certain that I have not imagined every situation that might 
arise, or fully accounted for the full range or extremity of situations you might find yourselves 
in this summer. So in this new, unprecedented time (remember those good old “precedented” 
times? Those were nice…) I’ll rely on your understanding and grace as we work together 
through this semester, and I’ll extend that same understanding and grace to you. 

Consider this statement a kind of override switch for literally everything else on the syllabus. I 
mean it, I promise—everything on this syllabus is subject to this one clause. We’re all doing 
our best to learn together during an extremely difficult time. We’re working in new ways and 
in unusual environments. We’re caring for others and trying to keep ourselves healthy, 
sheltered, fed, and sane. We are worried all the time and some of us are dealing with fear and 
loss. Among all these challenges, I still want to come together and talk about the history of 
Early Medieval Europe. In addition to being fascinating—given this world we find ourselves in, 
that history is even…important. I know that we can learn a lot from each other and even have 
some fun together in the next few months. I will operate from the base assumption that each 
of you is here in good faith: that you are curious, engaged, and eager to do the best work you 
can.  
 
Taking all that as given, I also want you to know that your health—both physical and 
mental—is always more important to me than this class. Your family and friends’ health is 
always more important to me than this class. You don’t have to apologize to me if attempting 
to learn during a pandemic forces you to work at a different pace from what’s outlined on this 
syllabus, or if we need to find an alternative path for you through this class. My primary role 
as a teacher is to support you however I can, in whatever ways that I can. Let me know how I 
can do that better. I truly, truly mean all of this. I’m here for you.  Let’s support each other 
through the challenges and maybe even the joys of this strange semester.  Let’s do this.  

 
 
Welcome to HIST 4219 – Late Medieval Europe, 1095–1400. This semester we’ll explore 
everything from the Crusades, to the Black Death, to the early Renaissance, with some 
catapults and castles and Books of Hours thrown in for good measure. Get ready for a fun, 
challenging time! 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

 HIST 4218: Early Medieval Europe, Section 001, Credit Hours: 3 
 Our course is completely asynchronous, with no mandatory meeting times. 

 

Instructor Contact Information 
 Dr. Kathryne Beebe 
 Physical Office: Wooten 244 

o  [Note – due to the pandemic, I will only be holding virtual office hours via Zoom.] 
 Telephone: 940-565-2288 
 E-mail: Kathryne.beebe@unt.edu 
 Office hours – Virtual, via Zoom: Mondays and Tuesdays, 1:30-2:30  

o Mondays of “Odd Weeks” (Weeks 1,3,5 etc. of the semester) will also have a 
“breakout” room in the Office Hours meeting to that students, if they wish, can 
gather informally and meet one another and chat. 

 Teaching Assistant: Jordan Mitchell, jordanmitchell2@my.unt.edu 
 

Course Pre-requisites 
 No Prerequisites. 

 
Course Description  

 
Catalog Description: “Crusades, investiture controversy, papal monarchy, late medieval 
piety and political theory.”  We’ll also explore the formation of national, religious, and 
ethnic identities in Europe; intellectual developments associated with universities and new 
religious movements; the expansion of Europe's borders; and the confrontation of Western 
Christianity with Islam.  (3 credit hours) 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Students will be able to: 

 
A. Describe significant political changes in medieval European history, from the 

twelfth century to the early sixteenth century.  

B. Identify significant social, religious, demographic, and economic changes in 
medieval European history, from the twelfth century to the early sixteenth 
century. 

C. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical method and its application to an 
aspect of political, social, religious, demographic or economic change in 
medieval European history, from the twelfth century to the early sixteenth 
century. 
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Teaching Philosophy 
 
In my teaching, I seek to help students to connect their enthusiasm and curiosity for a 
particular time and place to an exploration of broader historical issues, as they learn to 
build coherent arguments that are well supported by evidence. I make use of three main 
methods to reach this fundamental goal: 1) a focus on intensive discussion and cumulative 
writing projects that foster critical thinking; 2) the utilization of a multidisciplinary 
approach that engages students through a variety of interpretive perspectives; and 3) an 
emphasis on working with primary sources and making informed use of the latest 
technological resources, drawing especially upon the Digital Humanities. My three main 
teaching methods together underpin my fundamental goal in the classroom: to encourage 
students to combine an excitement about the past with a broad historical understanding 
and the ability to make and evaluate arguments.   
 
 
Required Materials 

 
 Judith Bennett (and C. Warren Hollister) 

Medieval Europe: A Short History (2010, 11th 
Edition). Paperback. (Bennett)  
 ISBN: 978-0073385501  
 Professor Bennett maintains a website for 

her book with useful (and fun!) interactive 
features and quizzes: 
http://www.medievaleuropeonline.com/  
 

 Barbara Rosenwein, Reading the Middle Ages, Volume II: Sources from Europe, 
Byzantium, and the Islamic World, c. 900 to c. 1500 (2018, 3rd edition). Paperback. 
(Rosenwein) 
 ISBN: 978-1-4426-3680-4  
 Professor Rosenwein also maintains a website for her textbooks: 

http://www.rosenweinshorthistory.com/  
 
Additional readings will be made available in class and/or placed on reserve online.  
 

 
Course Technology & Skills 
 

Minimum Technology Requirements 
[Note: if you do not have access to the following technology, please contact me immediately, and 
I will see how I or the department can help.] 

 Computer 
 Reliable internet access  
 Speakers 

http://www.medievaleuropeonline.com/
http://www.rosenweinshorthistory.com/
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 Microphone 
 Microsoft Office Suite 
 Canvas Technical Requirements (https://clear.unt.edu/supported-

technologies/canvas/requirements) 
 

Computer Skills & Digital Literacy Requirements 
 Using Canvas 
 Using email with attachments 
 Downloading and installing software 
 Using word processing programs 
 Using online research software 

 
 

Technical Assistance 
Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration 
that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have 
a Student Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.  
UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk site (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm) 
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu      
Phone: 940-565-2324 
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 
Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm 
Telephone Availability: 

 Sunday: noon-midnight 
 Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight 
 Friday: 8am-8pm 
 Saturday: 9am-5pm 

Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm 
 
For additional support, visit Canvas Technical Help (https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-
10554-4212710328) 
 
Rules of Engagement 
 
Rules of engagement refer to the way students are expected to interact with each other and with 
their instructors. Here are some general guidelines for our class: 

 While the freedom to express yourself is a fundamental human right, any communication 
that utilizes cruel and derogatory language on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic 
information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal 
or state law will not be tolerated. 

 Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in any communication, even when their 
opinion differs from your own. 

 Ask for and use the correct name and pronouns for your instructor and classmates. 
 Speak from personal experiences. Use “I” statements to share thoughts and feelings. Try not 

to speak on behalf of groups or other individual’s experiences.  

https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements
http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm
mailto:helpdesk@unt.edu
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-4212710328
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-4212710328
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-4212710328
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 Use your critical thinking skills to challenge other people’s ideas, instead of attacking 
individuals.  

 Avoid using all caps while communicating digitally. This may be interpreted as “YELLING!” 
 Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm in emails or discussion posts as tone can be 

difficult to interpret digitally. 
 Proofread and fact-check your sources. 
 Keep in mind that online posts can be permanent, so think first before you type. 

  
See these Engagement Guidelines (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more 
information. 

 
Success in the Online Course 

 
While the online classroom shares many similarities with the face-to-face classroom, 
success in online education requires certain skills and expectations that you may – or may 
not – be aware of. Consider readings through this helpful guide from UNT’s Center for 
Learning Enhancement, Assessment, and Redesign (CLEAR), even if this is not your first 
online course: “How to Succeed as an Online Student.” 
 
 
Student Academic Support Services 

 Code of Student Conduct: provides Code of Student Conduct along with other useful links 
 Office of Disability Access: exists to prevent discrimination based on disability and to help 

students reach a higher level of independence  
 Counseling and Testing Services: provides counseling services to the UNT community, as 

well as testing services; such as admissions testing, computer-based testing, career testing, 
and other tests  

 UNT Libraries 
 UNT Learning Center: provides a variety of services, including tutoring, to enhance the 

student academic experience 
 UNT Writing Center: offers free writing tutoring to all UNT students, undergraduate and 

graduate, including online tutoring 
 Succeed at UNT: information regarding how to be a successful student at UNT 

 
COMMUNICATING WITH YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
The primary tools that will be used to communicate in this course are your UNT e-mail address and 
our class CANVAS page. If you have personal concerns or questions, you can contact me via Canvas 
or through your UNT e-mail address. Send e-mails to kathryne.beebe@unt.edu.  Students can expect 
to receive a response to emails within 24 hours, although it may be longer on evenings and 
weekends. In this online course, I endeavor to offer feedback and grades for assignments within one 
week, but it is often much sooner. Customize based on your course needs and state any additional 
communication policies and netiquette for your course, if applicable. UNT’s CLEAR has a webpage 
for students that provides Online Communication Tips that will help you communicate in a clear, 
professional way. 
 

https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips
https://clear.unt.edu/teaching-resources/online-teaching/succeed-online
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
http://disability.unt.edu/
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
http://www.library.unt.edu/
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/home
http://writingcenter.unt.edu/
https://success.unt.edu/
mailto:kathryne.beebe@unt.edu
https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips
https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips
https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips
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DESCRIPTIONS OF MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 
 

FORUM DISCUSSION QUESTIONS     (Total Points: 340) 

Participation in online forum discussion is a crucial element of this course.  
 
Week 1, Unit 1 Introduction Forum — 10 points 
 
Weekly Forum Discussion Questions — 330 points (11 x 30 points each) 
 
For each Week that a Discussion Forum is assigned, a discussion about the assigned readings 
covered in the Week’s Units will be posted to our online Canvas Discussion Forum.  
Your contribution to the Forum Discussions will be in two parts for 30 points total: 

 Posting your own contribution (15 pts) and  
 Responding to someone else's post (15 pts).  

 
Students are required to respond to ONE chosen discussion question (out of a possible three) in a 
short paragraph — supported by evidence from the readings or PowerPoint lectures, and cited (in 
quick, parenthetical style – i.e., (Author, page #) or (Title, page #) — and then to engage 
meaningfully with someone else’s post.  (No points are earned for simply saying the equivalent of 
“nice post, I agree”.) 
 
Responses should be submitted to the class Canvas Discussion Forum by the posted deadline – 
Sunday evenings, at 11:59pm. 
 
These questions are designed to for you to work out what you think and to generate discussions 
together. Debate is highly encouraged!   
 

Disputationes                        (Total Points: 230) 
The Disputatio is a teaching method developed in the first universities in medieval Europe.  For 
four days each week, students listened to the masters, who read from a text (usually from the 
New Testament, or Aristotle, or Gratian, etc.) and added their own comments, called “glosses”. 
On the fifth day, however, the students participated in debates called Disputationes. The master 
would pose a question and the students would then offer concise answers and arguments to 
support their answers.  For this class, the Disputatio will be a modified form of debate. Four 
times throughout the semester, I will pose a question related to that week’s reading assignment, 
as indicated on the syllabus. Participating in a Disputatio requires both a written and a online 
debate component responding to the question for that week. 
 Written Arguments – 50 pts each   (Total Points: 50 x 4 = 200) 

A brief (250 words for and 250 words against) written statement of your answer to the 
question posed and the argument(s) supporting your answer.  

 Online Presentation of your Argument – 10 pts     (Total Points: 10) 
While most of your Disputatio arguments will only be submitted to the instructor, once 
during the semester you will present one of your argument to the rest of the class in that 
week’s Disputatio Debate Forum.  Approximately 12 people will present at each Disputatio.  
More detailed information about the format of the Disputationes will be available on the 
course website.   
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 Online Participation in a Disputatio Debate Forum – 5 pts each   (Total Points: 4 x 5 = 
20) 
Everyone in the Disputatio Forum will ask the presenters at least one question, either 
reacting to their arguments, or bringing up an argument of his or her own. 

 

One-Page Primary Source Essay – 50 pts           (Total Points: 50) 
For your short primary source essay, you will interpret your choice of a primary source 
selection using the interpretive framework provided by Rosenwein and your knowledge of the 
historical context and events and environment of a particular topic, issue, or debate in medieval 
Europe gained from class lectures and the Bennett textbook.  The purpose of this assignment is 
to practice interpreting primary sources and communicating your interpretation of them in 
written form.   
 

The Primary Source Essay is due Sunday of Week 4, February 7, at 11:59pm. 
 

Primary Source Expansion Paper PROJECT– 275 pts  (Total Points: 275)   
For this longer (1,000 word) paper, you will build upon the primary source that you 
evaluated in your Primary Source Essay — only now, you will compare it to at least two 
other primary sources and at least three secondary sources to put your primary source in its 
greater historical, and historiographical, context.  
 
CHOICE OF PRIMARY SOURCES FOR PAPER PROJECT: 5 pts      

 Due Sunday of Week 5, February 14, at 11:59pm. 
WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY: 10 pts      

 Due Sunday of Week 6, February 21, at 11:59pm. 
PAPER PROPOSAL (250 words): 50 pts      

 Due Sunday of Week 8, March 7, at 11:59pm. 
ROUGH DRAFT & REVISED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 10 pts   

 Due Sunday of Week 11, April 4, at 11:59pm. 
FINAL DRAFT: 200 pts       

 Due on Monday of Finals Week, April 26, at 11:59pm. 
 
(Total Points for Entire Paper Project: 275) 
 

There is no final exam for this class –  
the Primary Source Expansion Paper Project takes the place of a final exam. 

 
Grading and Course Requirements 
 
Student performance will be evaluated based on the following:    

                     Points 
Week 1, Unit 1 Introduction Forum 10 
Weekly Forum Discussion Questions (11 x 30) 330 
Disputationes -- both written arguments & Disputatio Forums  

 Written Arguments: 50 pts each (50 x 4 = 200) 
230 
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 Online Presentation of your Argument: 10 pts            
 Online Participation in a Disputatio Debate Forum: 5 pts each   (4 x 5 = 20) 

 
One-Page Primary Source Essay 50 
Primary Source Expansion Paper Project (includes mini-assignments) 

 Choice of Primary Sources: 5pts 
 Working Bibliography: 10 pts 
 Paper Proposal (250 words): 50 pts 
 Rough Draft & Revised Bibliography: 10 pts 
 Final Draft: 200 pts 

275 total 

Total Points Possible 895 
 
Your final grade will be determined by dividing the number of points you received by the total 
possible points.  
 
Grading Scale 

A: 805 – 895 points / 90-100%  
(Outstanding, excellent work. The student performs well above the minimum criteria.) 
  
B: 716 – 804 points / 80-89%  
(Good, impressive work. The student performs above the minimum criteria.) 
  
C: 626 – 715 points / 70-79%  
(Solid, college-level work. The student meets the criteria of the assignment.) 
  
D: 537 – 625 points /  60-69% 
 (Below average work. The student fails to meet the minimum criteria.) 
  
F: 528 points and below / 59% and below  
(Sub-par work. The student fails to complete the assignment.) 

 
  
Late Work Policy 
Because of the extraordinary situation this year due to COVID-19, there will be no penalties for late 
work in this class.  However, I ask for your understanding and help – if you are able to complete the 
assignments on time, it would really benefit your own learning, and the smooth running of the class. 
 
The final deadline to turn in any late work will be by 11:59pm on Thursday, April 22. Any later 
than that, and I cannot be sure that I would be able to grade the assignment in time to submit your 
final grade for the course. 
  
However, if you encounter circumstances that would make this difficult or impossible, please let me 
know, and I will work with you to explore options that will allow you to complete the course 
successfully.  I am here for you, and I will help you succeed in this course, no matter what it takes! 
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COURSE EVALUATION 
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is the student evaluation system for UNT and allows 
students the ability to confidentially provide constructive feedback to their instructor and 
department to improve the quality of student experiences in the course. SPOT evaluations will be 
made available later in the semester  
 
 

COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance Policy 

Students “attend” this course by logging into our Canvas page each week, performing the readings and 

all assignments, and engaging meaningfully in the course Discussion Forum discussions. Your attendance 

and class participation are not formally graded, but the assessments of your discussion posts will reflect 

the depth of your “attendance” and participation in our online course. If requested by the U.S. 

Department of Education to mark when Federal Student Aid recipients “begin attendance in a course,” I 

will report the last date a student attended class based on evidence such as a test, participation in class 

discussion, or an engagement online via Canvas. This date is reported to the Department of Education 

for federal financial aid recipients. Information about the University of North Texas’ Attendance Policy 

may be found at: http://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-2-5V. 

COVID-19 Impact on Attendance 

While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health 

and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Our class will be 

entirely online, but please contact me -- when you can (that is, don’t sweat it until you feel well enough) 

--, so that I can help with accommodations of coursework expectations. 

If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the other 

possible symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-

testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center 

(940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider. UNT also asks that you contact the 

UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to 

symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure.  While attendance is an important 

part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more 

important. 

Statement on Face Covering 

Face coverings are required in all UNT facilities.  Students are expected to wear face coverings when you 

visit campus.  If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a disability, please contact the Office of 

Disability Access to request an accommodation. UNT face covering requirements are subject to change 

due to community health guidelines. Any changes will be communicated via the instructor. 

http://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-2-5V
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
mailto:askSHWC@unt.edu
mailto:COVID@unt.edu
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Class Participation 

See the Couse Attendance policy listed above. In addition, the greatest expectations of this course are 

the expectation of a willingness to explore new concepts and ideas, to work hard, and to create an 

atmosphere of respect. Discussion and writing are very important in this class, and you will receive a 

great deal of support to help you express your ideas clearly in both ways. 

In order to succeed in this course, you should: 

• plan to log in and check the website announcements and forum discussions at least 

every other day during the week 

• to read all of the assigned readings 

• to take lots of notes from the readings and the online PowerPoint lectures 

• to participate regularly and meaningfully in class Discussion Forum conversations 

• to complete thoughtfully and submit on time all assignments.  

 

During a 16-week semester, you would expect to meet for class for three hours per week, and to have 

two hours’ worth of work at home for every hour in class – for a total of nine hours’ work per class per 

week. The time expectations are similar for our online course. 

Late Work  

See the Late Work policy under the Grading sections above. 

Assignment Policy 

The official due dates are for each assignment are listed above, and they will be available online in the 

Canvas course summary sections.  Assignment instructions will be detailed on their individual Canvas 

assignment pages, which is also where you should turn in your assignments in a .DOC format. All 

assignments will be scanned with Turnitin software.  An opportunity for a 10-point extra-credit 

assignment for writing and workshopping “second draft” of your paper will be available in Week 14.  

The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the 

event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from 

completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide 

an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any 

problems to the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324 

and obtain a ticket number. The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to 

resolve any issues at the earliest possible time. 

Instructor Responsibilities and Feedback 

  Instructor responsibilities in the course include helping students grow and learn; 

providing clear instructions for projects and assessments; answering questions about 

mailto:helpdesk@unt.edu
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assignments; identifying additional resources as necessary; providing grading rubrics; 

reviewing and updating course content, etc.); as well as helping you to succeed in your 

chosen goals.

 

 Students can anticipate a response regarding emails, assignment feedback, and 

grades in a timely manner – for e-mails, generally within 24 hours (although usually 

much sooner), and assignment feedback and grades within 1 week.

 

Syllabus Change Policy 

As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this schedule in any way that serves the 

educational needs of the students enrolled in this course. 

UNT Policies 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic 

Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to 

cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of 

academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition 

to expulsion from the University. First infractions in this course will earn a zero for the assignment; any 

subsequent infractions will result in a zero for the course and further disciplinary action. 

ADA Policy 

UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 

accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 

eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be 

delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may 

request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as 

early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a 

new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member (virtual 

meetings are ok) prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website 

(https://disability.unt.edu/). 

Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (Policy 16.004) 

The University of North Texas (UNT) prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race, color, 

national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, 

genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or 

state law in its application and admission processes; educational programs and activities; employment 

https://disability.unt.edu/
https://disability.unt.edu/
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policies, procedures, and processes; and university facilities. The University takes active measures to 

prevent such conduct and investigates and takes remedial action when appropriate. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of 

an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 

chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for 

contingency plans for covering course materials. 

Retention of Student Records 

Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. 

All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration 

of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed 

via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe 

electronic environment for one year. Students have the right to view their individual record; however, 

information about student’s records will not be divulged to other individuals without proper written 

consent. Students are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See UNT Policy 10.10, Records 

Management and Retention for additional information.  

Acceptable Student Behavior 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 

at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 

instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 

violated the Code of Student Conduct. The University's expectations for student conduct apply to all 

instructional forums, including University and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 

etc. Visit UNT’s Code of Student Conduct (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct) to learn more.  

Access to Information - Eagle Connect 

Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at: my.unt.edu. All official 

communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect account. For more 

information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward e-mail Eagle 

Connect (https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect). 

Student Evaluation Administration Dates 

Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student 

evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made 

available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 (November 16 – December 3) of the long semesters to provide 

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
https://my.unt.edu/
https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect
https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect
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students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from 

"UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. 

Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the 

survey. Once students complete the survey they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has 

been submitted. For additional information, please visit the SPOT website (http://spot.unt.edu/) or 

email spot@unt.edu. 

Sexual Assault Prevention 

UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, 

including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal 

laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis 

of sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual 

harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available 

to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been 

impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, 

contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room 

change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off 

campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of 

Students Office at 940-565- 2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially 

reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759. 

Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses  

Federal Regulation 

To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online 

courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website (http://www.ecfr.gov/). The 

specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph 

(f)(6)(i)(G). 

The paragraph reads:  

(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of 

one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the 

full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not 

require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to 

completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally 

through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, 

cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's course 

of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to 

count toward a student's full course of study requirement. 

file:///C:/Users/jdl0126/AppData/Local/Temp/OneNote/16.0/NT/0/no-reply@iasystem.org
http://spot.unt.edu/
file:///C:/Users/jdl0126/AppData/Local/Temp/OneNote/16.0/NT/0/spot@unt.edu
file:///C:/Users/jdl0126/AppData/Local/Temp/OneNote/16.0/NT/0/SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu
file:///C:/Users/jdl0126/AppData/Local/Temp/OneNote/16.0/NT/0/oeo@unt.edu
http://www.ecfr.gov/
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University of North Texas Compliance  

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage 

in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in 

advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an 

on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this 

course. 

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one 

week of the start of the course. 

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a 

notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you 

may use for this purpose. 

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his 

or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact 

the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email 

internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline. 

Student Verification 

UNT takes measures to protect the integrity of educational credentials awarded to students enrolled in 

distance education courses by verifying student identity, protecting student privacy, and notifying 

students of any special meeting times/locations or additional charges associated with student identity 

verification in distance education courses.  

See UNT Policy 07-002 Student Identity Verification, Privacy, and Notification and Distance Education 

Courses (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002). 

Use of Student Work 

A student owns the copyright for all work (e.g. software, photographs, reports, presentations, and email 

postings) he or she creates within a class and the University is not entitled to use any student work 

without the student’s permission unless all of the following criteria are met: 

 The work is used only once. 

 The work is not used in its entirety. 

 Use of the work does not affect any potential profits from the work. 

 The student is not identified. 

mailto:internationaladvising@unt.edu
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002


Syllabus            HIST 4219 – Late Medieval Europe 
  

Spring 
2021 

 

15 
 

 The work is identified as student work.  

 

If the use of the work does not meet all of the above criteria, then the University office or department 

using the work must obtain the student’s written permission. 

Download the UNT System Permission, Waiver and Release Form 

Transmission and Recording of Student Images in Electronically-Delivered Courses 

1. No permission is needed from a student for his or her image or voice to be transmitted live via 

videoconference or streaming media, but all students should be informed when courses are to 

be conducted using either method of delivery.  

2. In the event an instructor records student presentations, he or she must obtain permission from 

the student using a signed release in order to use the recording for future classes in accordance 

with the Use of Student-Created Work guidelines above. 

3. Instructors who video-record their class lectures with the intention of re-using some or all of 

recordings for future class offerings must notify students on the course syllabus if students' 

images may appear on video. Instructors are also advised to provide accommodation for 

students who do not wish to appear in class recordings. 

Example: This course employs lecture capture technology to record class sessions. Students may 

occasionally appear on video. The lecture recordings will be available to you for study purposes 

and may also be reused in future course offerings. 

No notification is needed if only audio and slide capture is used or if the video only records the 

instructor's image. However, the instructor is encouraged to let students know the recordings will be 

available to them for study purposes. 

Class Recordings & Student Likenesses  

If any synchronous (live) sessions in this course take place (none are currently planned), then they will 

be recorded for students enrolled in this class section to refer to throughout the semester. Class 

recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by 

students in this class and only for educational purposes.   Students may not post or otherwise share the 

recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing 

to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary 

action. 



Syllabus            HIST 4219 – Late Medieval Europe 
  

Spring 
2021 

 

16 
 

Academic Support & Student Services 

Student Support Services 

Mental Health 

UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets to turn to 

that wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the nature of an issue or 

its severity. Listed below are several resources on campus that can support your academic success and 

mental well-being: 

 Student Health and Wellness Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-

wellness-center) 

 Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services) 

 UNT Care Team (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care) 

 UNT Psychiatric Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-

center/services/psychiatry) 

 Individual Counseling (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-

services/services/individual-counseling) 

Chosen Names 

A chosen name is a name that a person goes by that may or may not match their legal name. If you have 

a chosen name that is different from your legal name and would like that to be used in class, please let 

the instructor know. Below is a list of resources for updating your chosen name at UNT. 

 UNT Records 

 UNT ID Card 

 UNT Email Address 

 Legal Name 

*UNT euIDs cannot be changed at this time. The collaborating offices are working on a process to make 

this option accessible to UNT community members. 

Pronouns 

Pronouns (she/her, they/them, he/him, etc.) are a public way for people to address you, much like your 

name, and can be shared with a name when making an introduction, both virtually and in-person. Just 

as we ask and don’t assume someone’s name, we should also ask and not assume someone’s pronouns.  

You can add your pronouns to your Canvas account so that they follow your name when posting to 

discussion boards, submitting assignments, etc. 

Below is a list of additional resources regarding pronouns and their usage: 

o What are pronouns and why are they important? 

o How do I use pronouns? 

o How do I share my pronouns? 

o How do I ask for another person’s pronouns? 

https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-center/services/psychiatry
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services/services/individual-counseling
https://registrar.unt.edu/transcripts-and-records/update-your-personal-information
https://sfs.unt.edu/idcards
https://sso.unt.edu/idp/profile/SAML2/Redirect/SSO;jsessionid=E4DCA43DF85E3B74B3E496CAB99D8FC6?execution=e1s1
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-18406-42121184808
https://www.mypronouns.org/what-and-why
https://www.mypronouns.org/how
https://www.mypronouns.org/sharing
https://www.mypronouns.org/asking
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o How do I correct myself or others when the wrong pronoun is used? 

Additional Student Support Services 

 Registrar (https://registrar.unt.edu/registration) 

 Financial Aid (https://financialaid.unt.edu/) 

 Student Legal Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services) 

 Career Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center) 

 Multicultural Center (https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center) 

 Counseling and Testing Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services) 

 Pride Alliance (https://edo.unt.edu/pridealliance) 

 UNT Food Pantry (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry) 

Academic Support Services 

 Academic Resource Center (https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources) 

 Academic Success Center (https://success.unt.edu/asc) 

 UNT Libraries (https://library.unt.edu/) 

 Writing Lab (http://writingcenter.unt.edu/) 

 

A full Course Schedule is available on the following page. 

 

 
  

https://www.mypronouns.org/mistakes
file:///C:/Users/jdl0126/AppData/Local/Temp/OneNote/16.0/NT/0/Registrar
https://financialaid.unt.edu/
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-legal-services
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/career-center
https://edo.unt.edu/multicultural-center
https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
https://edo.unt.edu/pridealliance
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry
https://clear.unt.edu/canvas/student-resources
https://success.unt.edu/asc
https://library.unt.edu/
http://writingcenter.unt.edu/
http://writingcenter.unt.edu/
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Week One [1/11-1/17]:  Introduction  
 

 Unit 1.1    Introduction: Thinking Medieval?  
 
     

 Unit 1.2    Medieval Lives 
Read:  

 Excerpt from Barbara Rosenwein’s other textbook, A Short History of the 
Middle Ages (Ch. 4: Political Communities Reordered). Available as a PDF 
on our Canvas page. 

Then,  
 
View: your choice of ONE of the following episodes from Terry Jones’ Medieval 

Lives 
[https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEr7udSNoJQPbn36sutvWLbC8fl4CU
hVk] (runtime c. 30min) and follow the instructions for the “Medieval Lives” 
Online Assignment on our class Canvas Page. 

 
1) The Peasant  
2) The Monk  
3) The Damsel 
4) The Minstrel 
5) The Knight 
6) The Philosopher 
7) The Outlaw 
8) The King 
  

 
 Unit 1.3    Reading Primary Sources 

Read:  
 Rosenwein, Section 4.1, Defeat of the Zanj Revolt (c. 915) 
  

Review: Rosenwein, Short History, Ch. 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Schedule 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEr7udSNoJQPbn36sutvWLbC8fl4CUhVk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEr7udSNoJQPbn36sutvWLbC8fl4CUhVk
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Week Two [1/18-1/24]:   The Expansion of Europe (c.1050-c.1150)  
  

 Unit 2.1 The Agricultural Revolution 
Read:  

 Bennett, Ch. 6 “Economic Takeoff,” pp. 131-150 
 Medieval Sourcebook: Manorial Management & Organization, c. 1275 

(online)   
 
 

 Unit 2.2  The Commercial Revolution 
Read:  

 Bennett, Ch. 6, pp. 150-166 
 Two Views of Trade and Merchants, Godric of Finchale & Ibn Khaldun 

(online) 
 
 

Week Three: [1/25-1/31]:    The Expansion of Europe (c.1050-c.1150) continued... 
 

 Unit 3.1  The Norman Invasion of England  
Read:  

 Bennett, Ch. 10, pp. 248-250 
 Rosenwein, Section 5.15,The Deeds of the Dukes of the Normans (c. 1070) 
 Rosenwein, Section 5.16, Chronicle of Chronicles (early 12C) 
 Rosenwein, Plate 4, pp. VI The Bayeux Tapestry (11C, end)  

View:  
 The Complete Bayeux Tapestry (online) 

Watch: 
 The Animated Bayeux Tapestry (online), runtime: 4 min, 24 sec 

 
 
 Unit 3.2   Normans in England: the Fallout  

Read:  
 Rosenwein, Section 5.13 Domesday Book (1087) 
 Henrietta Leyser, “1066 for Women,” in Medieval Women: a Social History of 

Women in England, 450-1500 (online) 
 
 

 Unit 3.3 
 Disputatio #1 [Topic: Normans and the Expansion of Europe] 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/1275manors1.asp
http://www.precinemahistory.net/bayeux.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtGoBZ4D4_E
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Week Four: [2/1-2/7] The Expansion of Europe (c.1050-c.1150) continued... 

 
 Unit 4.1   Crusades 

Read:  
 Bennett, Ch. 9, pp. 221-231 
 Five Versions of Urban II’s Speech at the Council of Clermont (online) 

 
  

 Unit 4.2   Crusades & Reconquista Primary Source Roundtable 
Read:  

 Choose for yourself ONE primary source reading from the list of 
hyperlinks to primary sources posted on the class Canvas Discussions 
page under "Week 4 Readings".  See "Instructions for Choosing a 
Reading" in Canvas page for more details on how to claim a reading for 
yourself and what to do with it! 

 
 

 Unit 4.3  Persecutions 
Read: 

 Bennett, Ch. 9, pp. 231-235 
 Rosenwein, Section 5.12, Jewish martyrs: Solomon bar Samson, 

Chronicle (c.1140)   
 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE ESSAY DUE INTO Canvas by 11:59pm, Sunday, February 7 
 
 
 
Week Five: [2/8-2/14]   The Expansion of Europe (c.1050-c.1150) continued... 

 
 Unit 5.1  The Twelfth-Century Renaissance 

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 11, pp. 269-282 
 Avicenna, Treatise on Logic (c. 1030) (online) 
 Rosenwein, Section 5.14, Abelard, Glosses on Porphyry (c. 1100) 

 
 

 Unit 5.2  Twelfth-Century Renaissance, continued… 
Read: 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/urban2-5vers.asp
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 Rosenwein, Section 5.20, Medical Science: Constantine the African’s 
translation of Johannitius’s Isagoge (before 1098) 

 Heloise, First Letter to Abelard (1130s) 
   

 
 Unit 5.3  

  Disputatio #2           [Topic: The Formation of a Persecuting Society] 
 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE CHOICES FOR PROJECT DUE INTO CANVAS DISCUSSIONS  

by 11:59pm on Friday, Feb. 15. 
  
 
 
Week Six: [2/15-2/21]  The Expansion of Europe and Institutionalizing Aspirations (c. 

1150-c.1250)… 
 
 Unit 6.1  Women and the Twelfth-Century Renaissance 

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 11, pp. 278-280 
 REVIEW: Heloise, First Letter  

 
 

 Unit 6.2      Popes and the Papacy, c. 1000-1300 
Read:  

  Bennett, Ch. 7, pp. 167-178 AND pp. 182-189 
  Rosenwein, Sections 6.9 – 6.11 (“Bureaucracy at the Papal Curia”) 

 Innocent III, Letters (6.9) 
 Register of Thomas of Hereford, 1281 (6.10) 
 Mocking the papal bureaucracy, The Gospel According to the 

Marks of Silver (6.11) 
 
 
 Unit 6.3  Medieval University Life    

Read:  
  Bennett, Ch. 7, pp. 178-182 
  Three medieval student university songs: 

 “In taberna quando sumus” (When we are in the tavern…) 
 “Si puer cum puella” (If a boy with a girl…) 
 “O Fortuna” (O Fortune…) 

 Feel free to explore other lyrics here: 
http://www.tylatin.org/extras/index.html. 

 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/heloise1.asp#first
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/heloise1.asp#first
http://www.tylatin.org/extras/cb14.html
http://www.tylatin.org/extras/cb19.html
http://www.tylatin.org/extras/cb1.html
http://www.tylatin.org/extras/index.html
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WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY (WITH PRIMARY & SECONDARY SOURCES) DUE  
INTO CANVAS ASSIGNMENT PAGE by 11:59pm, Friday, Feb. 21. 

 
  
Week Seven: [2/22-2/28]  Institutionalizing Aspirations (c. 1150-c.1250) continued… 

 
 Unit 7.1  Justice and Royal Law in England & Iberia 

Read:  
 Bennett,  Ch. 10, pp. 248-258 & p. 267 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.4, The Assize of Clarendon (1166) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.5,  The Laws of Cuenca (1189–1193) 

 
 
 Unit 7.2  Justice and Royal Law in France 

Read:  
  Bennett, Ch. 10, pp. 258-267 
  Rosenwein, Section 6.8, Guild Regulations (13C) 
 Letter of Barral, lord of Baux, to Blanche of Castille, Queen of France 

(c. 1250) 
 

 
 Unit 7.3  Confrontations  

Skim all, but just read TWO in-depth:  
 Rosenwein, Section 6.12, Henry II and Becket, Constitutions of 

Clarendon (1164) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.13, Emperor & Pope, Diet of Besançon (1157) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.14, King and Nobles, Magna Carta (1215) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.2, Saladin, Rare…History of Saladin (1198-1216) 

Review: 
 Bennett, Ch. 7, pp. 182-184 

  
 
Week Eight: [3/1-3/7]   Institutionalizing Aspirations (c. 1150-c.1250) continued… 

 
 Unit 8.1     New Religious Sensibilities: Lateran IV, 1215 

Read:  
 Rosenwein, Section 6.22, Decrees of Lateran IV (1215) 

Review: 
 Bennett, Ch. 7, pp. 184-189 

 
 

 Unit 8.2  New Religious Sensibilities:  Heretics, or Not? 

https://epistolae.ctl.columbia.edu/letter/1450.html
https://epistolae.ctl.columbia.edu/letter/1450.html
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Read:  
 Bennett, Ch. 8, pp. 204-210  
 Rosenwein, Section 6.24, Life of Mary of Oignies (1213) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.25, The mendicant movement (1217–1226) 

 
 Unit 8.3  New Religious Sensibilities : Persecuting “the Other”  

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 8, pp. 197-199 AND Ch. 9, pp. 228-231 
 Rosenwein, Short History excerpt: pp. 241-245 (online) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.29, Chronicle of Trier (1231) 

 
  
PAPER PROPOSAL DUE INTO CANVAS BY 11:59pm on Sunday, March 7. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Week Nine: [3/8-3/14]     Discordant Harmonies (c.1250-c.1350) 
 
 Unit 9.1  Literature of the Central Middle Ages  

Read:  
 Bennett, Ch. 11, pp. 283-290 

 
Skim all, but just read TWO in-depth:  

 Rosenwein, Section 6.16, The Tale of Bayad and Riyad (early 13C) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.18, A trobairitz love song (late 12C - early 13C) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.20, Fabliaux, The Piece of Shit and The Ring That 

Controlled Erections (13C) 
 Rosenwein, Section 6.21, Romance, Lancelot (c. 1177-1181) 
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 Unit 9.2 Mongols 
Read:  

 Rosenwein, Short History excerpt, pp. 251-255 (online) 
 Rosenwein, Section 7.1, Rashid al-Din, Universal History (before 1318) 
 Rosenwein, Section 7.3, Letter to Pope Innocent IV (c.1250) 

 
 

 Unit 9.3  Transformations in Urban Life  
 Read:  

  Rosenwein, Section 7.11, The Ghibelline Annals of Piacenza (1250) 
 Rosenwein, Section 7.12, Decrees of the [Hanseatic] League (1260–1264) 

 Review: 
 Bennett, Ch. 6, pp. 156-161 

 
 
 
Week Ten: [3/15-3/21]      Catastrophe and Creativity (c. 1350 – c. 1500) 

 
 Unit 10.1 The Late Middle Ages – Crisis or New Opportunities? 

Read:  
 John van Engen, Multiple Options (online) 
 

 
 Unit 10.2 Primary Source Roundtable: The Black Death  

Read:  
 Bennett, Ch. 12, pp. 297-305 
 Choose for yourself ONE additional primary source reading from the list of 

hyperlinks to primary sources posted on the class Canvas Discussions page 
under "Week 10 Readings".  See "Instructions for Choosing a Reading" on our 
class Canvas page for more details on how to claim a reading for yourself and 
what to do with it! 

 
 

 Unit 10.3  The Hundred Years’ War 
Read: 

 Bennett, Ch. 13, pp. 322-332 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.10, Froissart, Chronicles (c. 1400) 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.11, Jeanne d’Arc, Letter to the English (1429) 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE EXPANSION PAPER  -  Rough Draft & Revised Bibliography 

DUE INTO CANVAS at 11:59pm. 
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Week Eleven: [3/22-3/28]       Catastrophe and Creativity (c. 1350 – c. 1500):    

 
 Unit 11.1     Medieval Book-making and Literary Culture 

View:  
 The interactive website, “The Making of a Medieval Manuscript” at the 

Fitzwilliam Museum, University of Cambridge: 
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/pharos/images/swf/manuscript/manu
script_5a.html 
  

 The 11min video: “Medieval Books of Hours in the Public Library of Bruges”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXISnFgFnp4  

 
 

 Unit 11.2          New Opportunities for Salvation 
Read: 

 Bennett, Ch. 12, pp. 313- 321 
 Rosenwin, Section 7.22, Directions for an Annunciation play (14C) 

 
 

 Unit 11.3  Recovery and Reorganization 
Read: 

 Bennett, Ch. 12, pp. 306-313 
 and Ch. 14, pp. 344-345 

  
    Disputatio #3 [Topic:    Crisis or Creativity?   ] 

 
 
 
Week Twelve: [3/29-4/4]        Catastrophe and Creativity (c. 1350 – c. 1500):    

 
 Unit 12.1 The Ottomans 

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 12, p. 299 and Ch. 13, pp. 336-338 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.5, Othman Comes to Power (late 15C) 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.6, Peace Agreement (1478) 

 
 

 Unit 12.2  Byzantium, Decline and Fall 
Read: 

 Bennett, Ch. 6, pp. 136-137 
 Rosenwein, Short History excerpt, pp. 291-292 (online) 

http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/pharos/images/swf/manuscript/manuscript_5a.html
http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/pharos/images/swf/manuscript/manuscript_5a.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXISnFgFnp4
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 Rosenwein, Section 8.8, George Sphrantes, Chronicle (before 1477) 
 

 Unit 12.3 Conciliarism and Church Reform 
Read: 

 Rosenwein, Section 8.14, Gerson, Sermon at the Council of Constance (1415) 
 

Review: 
 Bennett, Ch. 12, pp. 314-316 

 
 
 
 
Week Thirteen: [4/5-4/11] Catastrophe and Creativity (c. 1350 – c. 1500):    

 
 Unit 13.1   Daily Life: Medieval Food 

Read (and attempt to cook the recipes if you dare!): 
 The Goodman of Paris 1392/4 
 The British Library “Medieval Food” page (medieval recipes in the grey 

sidebar to the right): 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/booksforcooks/med/medievalfood.html 

 
 

 Unit 13.2  The Rise of the Vernacular 
Read: 

 Bennett, Ch. 14, pp. 345-347 & p. 350 
 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (14C) – (online) 
 

 
 Unit 13.3 Wonderful Blood: Pilgrimage and Material Culture    

Read: 
 Review of Carolyn Walker Bynum’s Wonderful Blood: Theology and Practice 

in Late Medieval Northern Germany and Beyond by R. Po-Chia Hsia in 
Speculum 83:03 (2008), 675-677. (Online) 

 
 
Week Fourteen: [4/12-4/18]  Catastrophe and Creativity (c. 1350 – c. 1500) 

 
 Unit 14.1 The City of Ladies & its Opposite: medieval gender construction 

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 14, pp. 350-352 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.18, The Book of the City of Ladies (c. 1405) 
 
  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/goodman.asp
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/booksforcooks/med/medievalfood.html


Syllabus            HIST 4219 – Late Medieval Europe 
  

Spring 
2021 

 

27 
 

 Unit 14.2 Late Medieval Art & Music 
Read: 

  Rosenwein, Short History excerpt, pp. 270-276 
 

 
 Unit 14.3 Toward the Sovereign State, c. 1300-1500 

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 13 – ALL, although some of it will be review – pp. 322-343 

 
 
 
Week Fifteen: [4/19-4/22] Catastrophe and Creativity (c. 1350 – c. 1500) 

 
 Unit 15.1  The Renaissance 

Read: 
 Bennett, Ch. 14, pp. 347-349 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.16: Cincius Romanus, Letter (1416) 
 Rosenwein, Section 8.17: Alberti, On Painting (1435–1436)  

 
 
 Unit 15.2   Abolish the Middle Ages? 

Read: 
 Alexander Murray, “Should the Middle Ages be Abolished?,” in Essays in 

Medieval Studies 21 (2005) 1-22. 
 

 Disputatio #4 [Topic: Should the term, “the Middle Ages” be 
Abolished?] 

 
 

THURSDAY, April 22 
LATE WORK DEADLINE: 11:59pm on Thursday, April 22. 

 
 

MONDAY, April 26 
PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS PAPER FINAL DRAFT DUE 11:59pm. 

 
 
As the instructor for this course, I reserve the right to adjust this  

schedule in any way that serves the educational needs of the  
students enrolled in this course.  

– Dr. Kathryne Beebe 
 


